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Libnah, wliither Sennacherib had withdrawn from
Lachish, which had succumbed to superior force.
It was conceived to be a place of such importance
that its conquest is celebrated by Sennacherib in a
magnificent wall inscription with pictures in relief.1
Sennacherib had now to decide upon the course
to be pursued in view of Hezekiah's determined
persistence. It was clear that Jerusalem could
only be taken after a siege? and this was appar-
ently resolved upon, when news reached Libnah
that Tirhaqa, king of Ethiopia, was advancing out
of Egypt to give aid to Hezekiah.4 A letter was
dispatched ' at once to Jerusalem demanding the
capitulation of the city, and at the same time Sen-
nacherib moved southward to meet Tirhaqa. He
probably reached Pelusium,4 on the very confines
of Egypt, a place famous both before and since
that day as a center for the dissemination of the
plague/ and there pestilence suddenly fastened

Published I R 7, No. viii, I (Rogers, op cit., p 83).   The pictures are
lepioduccdinBall, laght from tto Mast, pp. 191, 198.

2 2 Kings six, 7, 9

3 2 Kings xix, 9-14

4 Pelusium is given as the place of the catastrophe by Herodotus (h,
141, see further below), and this is supported by Hieronymus (Commentana
m halam^ lib  xi, cap. xxxvii, Patrolog'm Latina, tomus xxir, pp. 398,
399). " Pugnasse autem Sennacherib regem Assyriorum contra JSgyptios
ot obsedisso Pelusium jamque extructis aggeribus urbi capieiida>, ven*
Ssse Tnracham regem ^Elthiopum in auxihum, et una nocte juxta Jerusalem
centum octaginta qumque rmllia exercitus Assyrii pestilentia corruisse nar-
rat lierodotus, et plenissime Berosus, Ohaldaicse scriptor historic, quorum
fides de proprus hbris petenda eat."   There appears to be good reason for
holding that f hin statement of Eieronymus comes from Berossos, and is
therefore, in origin, independent of Herodotus.

6 See G-, A. Smith, Historical Geography of the Holy Land, pp. 157-189.